
Side from scene 16: Fred the Neighbor audition side 
 
(Fred the Neighbor returns with his lawnmower to Mama’s front lawn.) 
 
MAMA 
Oh my gosh, you don’t need to. 
 
FRED 
I know, but you look like you need it. 
 
MAMA 
I do. and…I’m sorry about the other day. 
 
FRED 
Oh, you don’t need to worry about it. I get a lot of reactions to my sobriety. 
 
MAMA 
You shouldn’t have to. 
 
FRED 
We all have vices. 
 
MAMA 
True. 
 
FRED 
What’s yours? 
 
MAMA 
Complaining and suffering over being a mom even when my kid is healthy and generally good. 
 
FRED 
Wow. 
 
MAMA 
Yeah. 
 
FRED 
Admitting you have a problem is the first step. It takes something. 
 
MAMA 
It does. 
 
FRED 



I’m honored you told me. 
 
MAMA 
I don’t have a lot of people to talk to. 
 
FRED 
Why not? 
 
MAMA 
My vice isn’t exactly a magnet for people. 
 
FRED 
Sure. 
 
MAMA 
And parenting can be really lonely, even if you have someone to do it with. When I realized my 
parents slept in different rooms, I was dumbfounded, but now I get it. I wish it wasn’t normal, but 
when you need to hide somewhere in the house just to sleep through the night - it’s all you can 
do. 
 
FRED 
I don’t have kids, but I know about vices. I’m always up for a conversation. 
Can I admit to something? 
 
MAMA 
Sure. 
 
FRED 
I used to pee in people’s lawns a lot when I drank. Not yours, but I mow lawns now to repair the 
damage I caused, to the grass. I mean, to people too. 
 


